
Mark Your Calendars: 
 
• PTO Meeting 

Tuesday, December 9 
7:00 p.m. 
 

• Early Dismissal Day 
Friday, December 19 
 

• Winter Holidays 
December 22 –  
     January 2 
School will be closed 
 

• Teacher Preparation 
Day 
Monday, January 5 
No School for students 
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Principal’s Place 
 

About thirty years ago, a holiday tradition was started at West U for the parents, students, 
teachers and administrators to collect money for the ten custodians and cafeteria workers 
to thank them for all the hard work that they do behind the scenes.  These jobs are among 
the lowest paid in HISD, and the holidays sometimes present a real challenge for them 
financially. Any amount is appreciated and you can give your donation to your child’s 
teacher or the front office.  Please designate on the envelope “Custodians/Cafeteria 
Workers”.  The money or checks will be collected December 8th through December 18th.  If 
you wish to contribute by check, please make the check payable to Tracey Wyatt and she 
will get you a receipt if needed.  Tracey will work with one of our banker dads, and they will 
cash and count everything.  They will then divide the money and we will present it to the 
custodians and cafeteria workers at the staff holiday party.  Thank you for helping us show 
our appreciation for those whose efforts are often under-recognized. 
 
We want to thank everyone who came out for the Field Days two weeks ago.  Special 
recognition goes out to Coach Irene Duvo who organizes the Fields Days year after year.  
Well done! 
 
We also appreciate the assistance we receive from the Rice University Athletic Department.  
Each year they send over some of their student athletes to assist us during the events. 
 
Last week we held our Grade Level Spelling Bees.  Hats-off to these Grade Level Winners: 
 

3rd Grade 
1st Pranav Praveen -- Bailey 
2nd Arjun Maitra -- McClintock 
3rd Evelyn Carpenter -- McLamb 
 
4th Grade 
1st Lauren Carlisle—William 
2nd Kacey Chapman – Wood 
3rd Yvanna Mbede – Westerman 
 
5th Grade 
1st Maria Cheng—McAleavy 
2nd Alice Xu – Hilburn 
3rd Eugene Ko – Miller  

 
These students will compete against each other for the school title on a date to be 
determined in January.  Look at next week’s Pony Express for this date and time. 
 
Have a marvelous week! 
 
John T. Threet, Principal 



Calling All Elves!  Join us as we prep fleece for one of our spring service projects--Project Linus! The students will be 
making fleece blankets in February that are donated to children in distress throughout the Houston Area. The 
blankets are distributed through MD Anderson, Texas Children's Hospital, Memorial Hermann, Child Protection 
Services, Star of Hope shelter as well as other agencies.  
 
We will have two work sessions this week where we need parent Elves to help prep the fleece for our students so 
that they are able to make the blankets. 
 
Tuesday, December 9. Join the Hospitality Committee this morning at Tiny's as we prep teacher items, then cut 
fleece.  
 
Thursday, December 11. After drop off, join us in the MPR for coffee, conversation and cutting as we prepare fleece 
from 8-10 am.  Bring a pair of scissors, or borrow one of our pairs. This is a great opportunity to meet other West U 
parents!  
 
Questions? Contact Leslie Wade, VP Service, or Ellison Abdalla, Project Linus Co-chair.  Leslietwade@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
We hope to see everyone at our Dec. PTO meeting tomorrow night at 7:00PM in the MPR.  Refreshments will be 
served.  Please enter via the Goode Street entrance   
 
December Sociables Still Available:  Holiday sing-a-long,  a sippin'  & shoppin'  soiree; 2nd grade gingerbread making 
party; and a shopping party hosted by kindergartner teachers.  Please contact Linette Courtney at 
linettecourtney@yahoo.com  to purchase.  
 
I hope you are enjoying your December.  Please contact me with questions and comments.  
 
All the best, 
 
Elizabeth Karkowsky, WUES PTO President, 2014-2015 
 

PTO President’s Notes 
 

PTO Corner 
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Service Project:  Project Linus 
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Last week the students had their December Hands on Art lesson.   Both lessons were 
based on artists with pieces currently on display at The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.   
 
Kindergarten thru 2nd Grade students studied the Spanish, Modern artist, Pablo Picasso.  
They learned about Picasso’s many diverse art phases including: his Blue Period, Rose 
Period and Cubism Period.  The students then created their own self portrait inspired by a 
couple of Picasso paintings that are currently on display at the MFAH.  The Museum’s 
Modern Art Exhibit runs through May 3, 2015 and includes several Picasso pieces on loan 
from other museums. 

 
Students in 3rd thru 5th grade studied the French, Impressionist artist, Claude Monet.  They 
learned about Monet’s interest in capturing the effects of light, atmosphere, seasons… in his 
paintings.   They were introduced to several of Monet’s series paintings and then the 
students created their own series reflecting a tree in the 4 seasons.  The exhibit Monet and 
the Seine:  Impressions of a River is at the MFAH and runs through February 1, 2015.    

 
Judy Cheng & Annie Marshall 
Hands On Art Co-Chairs 
 

 

 

 

 

י ו ם ה  ו ל ד ת חמש  , Happy Birthday, Maligayang Bati!  The following students are celebrating their birthdays this week by 
donating a book to our school library: 
 

Jackson Fisher November 20th David Evans, Jr. December 12th 

Emma Grace Bernal November 28th Minh Le December 12th 

Linnea Scheet December 9th Beckett Poage December 12th 

Drew Michael December 10th Piper Poage December 12th 

Paige Naughton December 10th Henry Epperson December 13th 

William Foytlin December 11th Ariana Izaddoost December 14th 

 
 
Thank you very much for supporting West U Elementary Library!  
 
If you would like to order a Birthday Book Club membership for your child, log on to www.westupto.org  and sign up online 
or, download a form and leave it with a check in the PTO blue box located at the front office. Please, note that all orders are 
due NO LATER THAN Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m. to be included in the following week’s Pony Express. If you any questions, 
please contact Tracy Benner (tracymbenner@yahoo.com) or Guadalupe Harper (guadacarlesso@hotmail.com).  

Birthday Book Club 

PTO Corner (cont.) 
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Hands On Art News 
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Guidance Counseling in the Classrooms 
In the classroom this semester, the guidance lessons followed up on Kathryn Otoshi’s visit last month. I have had a lot of 
help from the 5th grade Student Coalition members for No Place For Hate. They have been teaching the lessons in 
kindergarten thru third grade and I have been teaching in the fourth-fifth grade classrooms. The teachers have told me 
they are doing an excellent job.  At the end of each lesson, the students were asked to write actions they can do to 
stand up for themselves or others. We asked them to think of not only speaking up when someone may be bullying 
someone else but to be on the lookout for students that may need a friend. In Katherine Otoshi’s book, the main 
character-“One” stands up against bullying. We gave the students a bookmark and asked them to write goals for 
themselves by completing the sentence I am a One when….. You may want to ask your child what they wrote and ask 
them what they are doing to fulfill their goals. 
 
Academic Counseling Groups 
If your child didn’t do as well as you would like on their midterm reports, I am starting academic counseling groups 
focusing on organizational and study skills. If you think your child could benefit from the group, please let me know by 
emailing your teacher, leaving a note for me in the office or contacting me by phone or email 
mconnoL1@houstonisd.org. 
 
Monthly Mustang Applications for Spring Staff  
The MM is taking applications for the spring staff. Meetings will start in January.  Applications 
are available from my office, your teacher, or our website (see Monthly Mustang under the 
heading Cubs).  
  
The Character Trait for December is “Trust”  
Teachers submit nominations for Citizen of the Month based on the character trait from the previous month.  
 
Michael Connolly, School Counselor 
 

 

 

 

 

Our school is joining the largest learning event in history, the Hour of Code, during Computer Science 
Education Week (Dec. 8-14). Last year, 15 million students tried computer science in one week. This 
year, we're joining students worldwide to reach 100 million students! Students will demonstrate a 
basic understanding of entry level computer science concepts by completing projects using java script 
and other coding languages. 
 
Gary McCall, Computer Technology Teacher 

In the Computer Lab this Month 

The tryout for the 3rd-5th grade Name that Book Club team will be held immediately after 
school on Tuesday, December 16th.  An additional meeting for those who make the team 
will be Thursday, December 18th.  The students will be dismissed on Goode Street both 
days at 4:00 p.m.   
 
Kelly Russell, Librarian 
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Counselor’s Corral 
 

Library Book Nook:  Name That Book Tryouts 

mailto:mconnoL1@houstonisd.org


It is that time of year to clean out all of the Lost and 
Found areas.  If you think your child has lost something, 
be sure to check both the Cafeteria and the Clinic as the 
clothing will be donated to charity by December 15th.  
Thanks 
 
Paula Bottecelli, R.N., School Nurse 
 

Tuesday, January 6 1st Day of Spring Semester 
Friday, January 16 Early Dismissal Day at 12:15 p.m. 
Monday, January 19 School holiday celebrating  
 Martin Luther King, Jr’s Birthday 
Friday, February 13 Early Dismissal Day at 12:15 p.m. 
Friday, March 13 Early Dismissal Day at 12:15 p.m. 
Monday, March 16- Spring Break 
     Friday, March 20 
Friday, April 3 Spring Holiday 
Wednesday, April 29 Early Dismissal Day 
Monday, May 25 Memorial Day Holiday 
Friday, May 28 Last Day of School; Early Dismissal Day at 12:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

It is the policy of the Houston Independent School District not to discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, ancestry, national origin, sex, handicap or 
disability, marital status, religion, veteran status, political affiliation, sexual orientation, gender identity and/or gender expression, or any other basis 
prohibited by law in its educational or employment programs and activities. 

Wes t Un i ve rs i t y  
E lemen ta ry  Schoo l  

3756 University Blvd. 
Houston, TX  77005 

Phone: 
713-295-5215 

Fax: 
713-667-8514 

 
We’re on the Web! 

visit us on the web at: 
www.westues.org  

 
John T. Threet 

Principal 

Tracey L. Wyatt 
Magnet Coordinator 

Amber Pinchback 
Assistant Principal 
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Happy Holidays from iKids U!  Open registration is going on 
now for Spring Semester.  iKids U offers many flexible after-
school arrangements, including Stay & Play, Enrichment 
Classes, Early Dismissal Day Programs, and One on One 
Services!  Registrations may be turned into iKids or the WUES 
front office.  Please contact iKids at 713-665-5200 or 
info@ikidsinc.com with any questions.   

iKids U After-School 

 

Spring Calendar 
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Lost and Found 
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